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for them, and which will prevent this horrible
disease.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my col-
leagues to reexamine this issue, and to con-
tact me or my staff if you would like to obtain
copies of the studies I have cited here, or
other studies on colorectal cancer and the al-
ternatives for screening. I also encourage you
to join me as a sponsor of H.R. 1046, and to
work to establish colorectal cancer screening
as a covered benefit under the Medicare pro-
gram. With this step, we can begin to make
serious progress in reducing the avoidable
pain, anguish, and excessive medical costs
that this disease imposes on all of our citi-
zens.
COLORECTAL CANCER IN AFRICAN-AMERICANS:

MEDICAL STUDIES INDICATE THAT SCREEN-
ING WITH SIGMOIDOSCOPY AND FOBT IS IN-
ADEQUATE FOR THIS POPULATION

A number of recent medical studies have
confirmed earlier reports that polyps and
colon cancer occur more commonly in the
right (proximal) colon of African-Americans,
as compared with the general population.
These studies raise questions with regard to
the adequacy of colorectal cancer (CRC)
screening with sigmoidoscopy, given that a
sigmoidoscopy procedure examines only the
left (distal) side of the colon, and suggest the
use of the barium enema or colonoscopy as
preferred screening methodologies for Afri-
can-Americans.

The principal findings of these studies are
as follows:

(1) ‘‘Distribution of Adenomatous Polyps
in African-Americans,’’ Lisa A. Ozick, MD,
Leslie Jacob, MD, Shirley S. Donelson, MD,
Sudhir K. Agarwal, MD, and Harold P. Free-
man, MD, The American Journal of Gastro-
enterology, May 1995, pp. 758–760.

‘‘Previous research has suggested that pol-
yps and colon cancer occur more commonly
in the right colon in African Americans com-
pared with the general population.’’ (p. 758).

‘‘This study supports previous work that
suggests that there is a significant shift to
the right in the anatomical distribution of
polyps in African-Americans. It also shows
that the malignant potential is as high for
right-sided polyps as it is for those on the
left. Current screening recommendations
[sigmoidoscopy] may not be effective enough
for preventing colon cancer in this popu-
lation.’’ (p. 758).

(2) ‘‘Anatomical Distribution of Colonic
Carcinomas Interracial Differences in a Com-
munity Hospital Population,’’ Houston John-
son, Jr., MD and Rita Carstens, RN, Cancer,
1986, pp. 997–1000.

‘‘This study points out the potentially dis-
crepant sensitivity and value of this instru-
ment [sigmoidoscope] between black and
white patients, suggesting that colonoscopy
and/or air contrast barium enema examina-
tions are the screening methodologies of
choice in black patients.’’ (p. 999).

‘‘The finding that . . . indeed the entire
colon of this population of black patients is
at greater risk than that of white patients to
develop cancer of the colon is astounding.’’
(p. 1000).

(3) ‘‘Site-Specific Distribution of Large
Bowel Adenomatous Polyps: Emphasis on
Ethnic Differences,’’ Houston Johnson, Jr.,
MD, Irving Margolis, MD, Leslie Wise, MD,
Dis. Colon Rectum, April 1988, pp. 258–260.

In a study at Queens Hospital Center in
New York, it was found that ‘‘[f]ifty-two
black and 46 white patients had 130 adenom-
atous polyps. . . . A separate racial analysis
demonstrated an unexpected pattern of dis-
tribution among blacks and whites. Adenom-
atous lesions were more broadly distributed
in all segments of the large bowel for blacks,

but were disproportionately concentrated in
the sigmoid and rectum of whites.’’ (p. 259).

‘‘The findings of this study underscore the
important ethnic differences in the site dis-
tribution of adenomatous polyps. The right-
sided dominance of neoplastic lesions in
blacks emphasizes the importance of total
colonic surveillance to detect these large
bowel neoplasms in this racial group.’’ (p.
259).

‘‘This study challenges this recommenda-
tion [sigmoidoscopy every three to five
years] as unsatisfactory for blacks since 50
percent of neoplasms could be missed in
blacks compared to only 20 percent in
whites.’’ (p. 260).

(4) ‘‘Anatomic Distribution of Colonic Can-
cers in Middle Class Black Americans,’’ John
W.V. Cordice, Jr. MD, Houston Johnson, Jr.
MD, Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation 1991, pp. 730–732.

‘‘Data support the clinical impression that
blacks have relatively more proximal colonic
tumors than the general population. They
also suggest that early full study of the
colon, including barium enema with air con-
trast or colonoscopy (opposed to flexible
sigmoidoscopy), is highly indicated in
screening or work up for earlier diagnosis in
patients, especially blacks suspected of pol-
yps or carcinoma of the colon.’’ (p. 730).

(5) ‘‘Untreated Colorectal Cancer in a Com-
munity Hospital,’’ Dr. Houston Johnson, Jr.,
Journal of Surgical Oncology, July 3, 1984,
pp. 198–200.

‘‘Generally, sigmoidoscopic examinations
are recommended to complement physical
examinations and stool blood tests. While
this recommendation may be appropriate for
white patients, it may not be appropriate for
black patients. Unless barium enema studies
or colonoscopic studies are employed, sig-
nificant numbers of premalignant lesions or
early cancers could be missed in a black pop-
ulation if the distribution of lesions found in
this study is generally applicable to black
populations.’’ (p. 198).
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Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
pay tribute today to two of Milwaukee County’s
outstanding citizens, Louise and Gerald Stein.
As the Milwaukee Chapter of the International
State of Israel Bonds organization prepares to
honor Louise and Gerald for their many con-
tributions to our community, I would like to
take a moment to reflect on the remarkable
achievements of this great couple.

Louise was educated as a registered medi-
cal technologist, and is exceptionally involved
in the Milwaukee Jewish Federation as an offi-
cer, and cochair of the Lead Community
Project for Systemic Change in Jewish Edu-
cation. Louise is a past president in the wom-
en’s division. Louise also serves as a board
member of the Jewish Education Service of
North America and the Hillel Academy.

Jerry Stein is a distinguished attorney and
certified public accountant who for the past 39
years, has worked for the Zilber-Towne Realty
family of companies. He is the president and
CEO of Zilber, Ltd., which is responsible for all
investments and operations of the Zilber com-
panies. Jerry presently serves with distinction
as the president of the Milwaukee Jewish Fed-

eration and is the past campaign chair. Jerry
is also director and past president of the Mil-
waukee Center for Independence and the Mil-
waukee Public Museum, as well as past gen-
eral chairman of Israel Bonds in Wisconsin.
Jerry presently continues to serve as a board
member of the Jewish Home and Care Center
and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Foundation Board. In addition to these en-
deavors, Jerry selflessly devotes his time to
the advisory boards of the Milwaukee Heart
Institute, First Bank Milwaukee, University of
Wisconsin Milwaukee School of Business Ad-
ministration and the Marquette University Law
School and Multicultural Council.

Louise and Jerry have been married for 36
years and have three daughters and four
grandchildren. Their commitment to their faith,
family, country, and community is truly extraor-
dinary, and they have been an inspiration to
us all.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Milwaukee
Chapter of the international State of Israel
Bonds organization on its excellent selection
of Louise and Gerald Stein as this year’s
honorees. I wish Louise and Jerry continued
success in all of their endeavors.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing a resolution to develop a plan for the
reopening of Pennsylvania Avenue. This reso-
lution, similar to a resolution enacted in the
Senate last night, brings together and rec-
onciles House and Senate approaches to the
closing of Pennsylvania Avenue. At my re-
quest after the closing last year, the House
D.C. Subcommittee held hearings on June 30,
1995, and again this year on June 7, 1996. At
both hearings, truly devastating damage to
downtown traffic and commerce was reported.
The victims of the closing are pervasive—resi-
dents, commuters, tourists, and businesses. In
effect, downtown D.C. is disjoined and dis-
figured. No large city today, healthy or not—
and D.C. is insolvent—could absorb the enor-
mous costs associated with closing the most
important cross town street.

Some in Congress had called for an imme-
diate reopening of the avenue. Recognizing
that this was impractical and impossible be-
cause of the obligations of the Secret Service
written into law, I have sought ways to open
the avenue while safeguarding the White
House and to keep the Park Service from
foreclosing the possibility. This has also been
the view of D.C. Subcommittee Chair TOM
DAVIS, who joins me as a cosponsor today.

The bipartisan resolution we introduce today
requires that all the relevant parties partici-
pate. Thus, this resolution is the most useful
response to the closing. It depolarizes and
depoliticizes an issue that has two important
sides. It puts everyone to work on solving the
problem, rather than facing off against one an-
other, leaving the problem begging for atten-
tion. I appreciate the attention that the House
and the Senate have given to the effect of the
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